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You are invited to attend an
INNOVATION LECTURE

‘Design Thinking for Innovation’
presented by

Professor Michael Dearing
University of Stanford, California

Tuesday 2 September 2008 (6.00pm)

Lecture Theatre 212, Peter Froggatt Centre, Queen’s University Belfast


Design Thinking has its roots in the creative suites of industrial design, product usability, and the right-brained branch of engineering. It's a fundamentally human-centred way to match products to markets. But it turns out that design thinking is useful in many other arenas besides the creation of exceptional physical products. 
On Tuesday 2 September 2008, Professor Dearing will present an Innovation Lecture on ‘Design Thinking for Innovation: Treat Your Company, Your Team, Your Products as Prototypes’.
His lecture will consider the case of companies such as Google, Wal-Mart, Virgin Atlantic, eBay, Henderson Group among others to learn what works and what doesn't when you integrate design thinking into all aspects of your company's strategy, organisation design, and product / service to customers.

Michael Dearing joined the d.school faculty at Stanford in Spring 2006. Since that time, he has co-developed and co-taught courses including Creating Infectious Action and Creating Mass Market Experiences. He also teaches graduate seminars including Innovation in Complex Organizations, and Creative Product Marketing. Michael's current interests include process design for new product development, "productising" emerging technologies, web-based businesses, product marketing, and pricing. 
Before joining the d.school, Michael spent nearly seven years at eBay (NASDAQ – EBAY) serving most recently as Senior Vice President & General Merchandise Manager for eBay. In that role, he led category management, product marketing, seller development, eBay Stores, and direct-to-consumer marketing for eBay North America. While at eBay, Michael and his colleagues were also responsible for the launch and growth of many new merchandise categories and new businesses. Prior to eBay, Michael held leadership positions at Bain & Company, Filene's Basement, The Walt Disney Company, and Industrial Shoe Warehouse. 
Michael is an east coast native, now happily a citizen of the Bay Area. He holds an AB in Economics from Brown University, and an MBA with Distinction from Harvard Business School. He is a member of the Economic History Association and the Business History Conference. When he's not at the d.school, Michael enjoys working with small companies on issues of strategy and marketing.  Please circulate this invitation to colleagues that you feel might also benefit from attending.
To confirm your attendance, please email regional@qub.ac.uk or telephone Sheila on 9097 2575 or complete and fax this sheet to 9097 2570.

Name:
  ………………………………………………….    Email:……………………………………………

Organisation:
……………………………………………………………..

I will be bringing  ……………………… guests.

Refreshments from 5:30pm in the Visitor’s Centre at Queen’s University
